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* Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. — Royce, 1924 


The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 sae g 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 4'/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4'/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & 
Authenticity, N.S.W. Branch Concours 2000 
Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner, 
Federal Rally 2001 


The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval and the 
beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at the Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON’S 
Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Vintage $tlotor ®arage Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


Visit our website 
vintagemotorgarage.com 
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Central Mangrove, N.S.W. 
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Protecting your Investment in Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 


Customer Caiecuuw TéCttnical Expertise on ales 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au 
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Buying a new Barker 
Tom Clarke, in the ‘Glimpses into the Past’ 
series, looks at 1930s Barker coachwork 


‘Cecilia’ 
Bob Roberts refurbished his 20/25 ‘Cecilia’ 
with the help of someone who knew 
her in her youth 


A Real Ghost Story 
Concluding David & Marilyn Forward’s 
fascinating account of the acquisition, 
restoration and enjoyment of their 
magnificent Springfield Silver Ghost 
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Front Cover Photo: 


1934 20/25 two-door sportsman’s saloon by Martin & King of Melbourne (GLB27), owned by Bob Roberts 
(N.S.W). Bob calls her ‘Cecilia’, after Cecilia Hale, to whom it was gifted by a Melbourne underworld figure 
in the 1930s. It has recently been the subject of extensive refurbishment in the ownership of Bob, whose 
artide on the car, including photographs taken soon after World War Ii, will be found in this issue. 
Photograph from the owner. 
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FROM the EDITOR 


Federal Rally issue 


| hope you enjoyed your Federal Rally 
edition of PRAECLARUM and that the 
new look, made possible by our new 
computer, and on which many of you 
have commented kindly already, is to 
your liking. The Rolls-Royce way is, of 
course, to continue to seek improve- 
ment, so any other comments, criticisms 
or suggestions will be welcomed and, 
where possible, acted upon. 

It has been suggested that the use of 
a Macintosh computer to produce 
PRAECLARUM may create compatibility 
problems for IBM-type PC users wishing 
to submit articles on disc. Fortunately, 
such is not the case. If you save your 
article as a text file (ie, with .TXT ex- 
tension), the Mac will do the rest. If you 


A.CT. Branch Treasurer Stephen Brown handed your Editor these two photographs, taken in Canberra in 


Email your article (editor@rroc.org.au), 
please mail the pictures. 


‘Chassis Plate’ 


Likewise, it is hoped that you enjoyed 


the early 1960s during the visit of the King & Queen of Thailand. Our govemment then owned six long 
wheelbase Silver Wraiths with consecutive chassis numbers from HLW45 to HIW50 inclusive — four 
H,. Mulliner limousines and two Hooper ‘Allweather’ cabriolets — nearly all of which subsequently found 
their way into the hands of Club members at various times. The main picture shows one of the limousines 
with Commonwealth chauffeurs in attendance, while (inset) we see one of the Allweathers in Mugga Way. 


perusing your copy of Chassis Plate, which 
was posted with PRAECLARUM 3-01. 
For some members, our various Club 


With it, we have this vital information at 
our fingertips, along with a comprehen- 


publications are the only points of con- sive record of the rich variety of cars that 


tact with their Club and fellow members, 
so a published register of members and 
cars is indispensable. Without it, mem- 
bers would be deprived of something 
absolutely fundamental to any club: being 
aware of who our fellow members are. 


members bring to the Club. 
Thanks are due to our Federal 
Registrar David Vann, the various Branch 
Registrars and their helpers, for their 
dedication and hard work in producing 


such an immensely useful publication of 


At last year's RR.E.C. Annual Rally your Editor spotted this Silver Ghost (1884) offered for sale by P & A. 
Wood. Delivered new in England in March 1912, this car was in Australia by 1917. In 1920 it was used 
to convey HRH the Prince of Wales (later King Edward Vill). A superb photograph taken at Duntroon dur- 
ing that tour has appeared in PRAECLARUM and may be seen in Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the 
Sunburnt Country, page 39. 1884 is one of only a handful of survivors of the fifteen ‘underslung’ London- 


Edinburgh cars. The current body is a replica of the original Mulliners of Birmingham tourer. 


which we can all be proud. 


Millard Newman 


Just as this edition was going to press 
| was saddened to hear of the death on 
July 13th of Millard Newman of Florida. 

Millard began collecting and restoring 
Silver Ghosts in the 1940s, long before 
they became sought after. Much later, he 
was a leading figure in the formation of 
the Silver Ghost Association. Millard will 
be sorely missed in our movement. 


Silver Seraph II vetoed 


Quite a few members have wondered 
why Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd has not 
built on the success of fitting the vener- 
able Rolls-Royce 6.75 litre V-8 engine 
into the Bentley Arnage by doing the 
same for the Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph. 

The design work having already been 
carried out, it would be a simple matter 
to similarly upgrade the Silver Seraph, 
which would obviously give sales of that 
model a much needed boost. It would 
then be perceived as a fully authentic 
Rolls-Royce car, where that perception 
eludes the current BMW-powered ver- 
sion. Unfortunately, however, it has been 
revealed that the plan was vetoed by 
BMW. 

Martin Bennett 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


R.R.E.C. Annual Rally 


As mentioned in my last report, | 
realised a long held ambition recently by 
attending the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally at 
Towcester Racecourse. | was also able to 
attend the Spare Parts and Inter-Clubs 
Meetings at the Hunt House, hosted by 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 

| was made to feel most welcome as 
Federal President of the Australian Club 
at all of the events, particularly at both 
the Chairman’s pre-dinner cocktail party 
and the Annual Dinner itself on the 
Saturday night in Northampton attended 
by some 380 members and their guests. 
Among the official guests were Karl- 
Heinz Kalbfel, Project Director from 
BMW, and Adrian Hallmark, a Director 
of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. Adrian 
emphasised during his speech proposing 
the Toast to the Club that his company is 
very keen to continue its involvement 
with the R.R.E.C. and like Clubs after 
2003 and will do all in its power to assist 
where possible. 

The R.R.E.C. is to be congratulated on 
the organisation of the whole weekend 
— a huge task which appeared to happen 
with little fuss. The 275 cars entered for 
judging in the Concours in over 23 
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Classes were judged with trophies 
awarded by 3.45 p.m. on the day! All our 
Club members who have been involved 
in judging will realise the magnitude of 
that task. Winning cars were paraded 
past the Racecourse grandstand where 
the trophies were presented by 
Chairman Eri Heilijgers and his wife 
Annie, while music was provided 
throughout the day at appropriate times 
by the thirty or so musicians of the Rolls- 
Royce Derby Band. 

‘Rolls-Royce Direct’, formed by Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd to sell new cars 
directly to customers than 
through retailers, was represented at the 


rather 


futuristic Rolls-Royce marquee, where 
AX-201 was also on display. Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd is also emphasising its 
ability to rebuild older cars at Crewe. 


Registers 


As | had hoped to do, | discussed the 
formation of Registers with several 
Executive members of the R.R.E.C., 
which has embraced the concept enthusi- 
astically, and they have found that com- 
munication with Register members via 
their Bulletin, 
appeared to increase the interest in the 


as we propose, has 


Club History 


As you may be aware, the Federal 
Council agreed some time ago for a 
History of the Club to be written, and 
David Vann and I were given the go- 
ahead to proceed. Each Branch was 
contacted and asked to send in the 
history of their individual Branch, 
and this is now complete. 

It is now 45 years since the Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club of Australia was 
formed in New South Wales. Since 
then, Branches have been set up in 
all mainland states and Sections have 
been formed in Tasmania and the 
Northern Territory. 

The past 45 years have seen an ex- 
citing range of activities held at both 
Branch and Federal levels, and some 
of the people associated with the Club 
have a sory to tell ... and what an 
interesting story that will be! 

The Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
has commissioned noted author 
David Neely to research the history of 


the Club and write the story — a 
‘warts and all’ story of the Club and 
the people associated with it — a 
story of people, cars and events. 

The Foundation has arranged for 
David to visit each of the Branches 
and Sections to talk to people about 
their thoughts and reminiscences. 

As it is hoped to have the project 
completed in the not too distant fu- 
ture we ask that you prepare now to 
see what nostalgia and memorabilia 
you can contribute to what promises 
to be a great story — a great book to 
compliment Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
in the Sunburnt Country. 

Please contact David Neely (details 
below) as soon as possible as work 
has started on this exciting project. 

David Neely 
40 Queen Street 
Croydon, N.S.W. 2132 
Telephone 02-9747-2973 (home) 
Email: dneely@comcen.com.au 


older cars and encouraged many “out of 
the woodwork” (their words). Most 
Registers, however, do issue a technical 
sheet directly to their members once per 
year, and this appears an excellent idea to 
copy. 

Martin has reminded me that with the 
commencement of a new feature ‘News 
from the Registers’ in this issue we need 
to be conscious of space availability. | am 
therefore deferring my report on the 
Inter-Clubs Meeting until the next issue, 
where we will also see Neil McLean’s 
report on the Spare Parts Meeting and 
Federal Treasurer Bryan Inder’s account 
of his recent visit to the U.K. 

As mentioned in the box below, | must 
also mention that Rena and Ed Barnum 
have accepted the position of Registrar 
for the Derby Bentley Register, which 
means all Registers now have an identifi- 
able contact to assist members. 


Happy Motoring, 
Fred Haughtey 
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GLIMPSES into the PAST — 14 


{937 Phantom Ii! Barker limousine as illustrated in Barker's 1937 promotional leaflet sent to existing owners of cars with Barker coachwork. A body of this design 
was built on chassis 3CM5. Being close-coupled it is, of course, a touring limousine or saloon with division — coachbuilders differed on terminology. 


Buying a new Barker 


Barker ¢ Eo. (Ccachbuilders) Hld., —creator of elegance tn coachwovk 


By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


It is widely recognised that Barker 
coachwork was amongst the best you 
could buy. Barker themselves promot- 
ed it as ‘Acknowledged the World’s 
Best’ and prominently displayed the 
coats of arms of HM The King and 
HRH The Prince of Wales in their 
brochures. Sumptuous catalogues 
and special leaflets were issued annu- 
ally and by the late 1930s you would 
hardly have known that Barker would 
shortly lose their independence. They 
were absorbed by Hooper in 1938. 

To retain the loyalty of past cus- 
tomers Barker, like other coach- 
builders and retailers, circulated their 
new brochures to current owners of 
Barker coachwork. One such was C.J. 


Willan, a prominent builder of 


During eleven veigins 


The enclosed reproductions are submitted 
as a few examples of the latest BARKER 
COACHWORK. We cordially invite 


your inspection of our range of new 
models at 66/69 South Audley Street, W.1 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. In 1933 he 
bought a 20/25 h.p., chassis GAW17, 
with Barker limousine coachwork and 
in 1936 replaced it with a new 1935 
20/25 h.p., GBJ80, which carried a 
Barker swept-tail sedanca de ville 
body (which is still extant). So you can 
see why Barker thought he might be 
in line for a smart new car by late 
1937! They sent him their latest leaflet 
which comprised a fold-out envelope 
in which were placed four illustrations 
of new body styles. These were done 
as artist’s drawings to almost photo- 


graphic quality, set against photo- 
graphed scenery. 

Seen on this and the following two 
pages are the four illustrations. The 
Phantom IJI limousine (this page) 
could be 3CM5 of November 1937, 
and the Phantom III sedanca de ville 
(opposite, top) looks like 3BU32 of 
June 1937. The 25/30 h.p. sedanca 
de ville cannot be identified. The 
25/30 h.p. fixed head coupé could be 
a touched up impression of their 
sedanca coupé GUL43. No fixed head 
coupé of this type is known to have 
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Above: 1937 Phantom Ii Barker sedanca de ville, 
possibly 3BU32. Barker offered both rounded, as 
here, and razor-edged body styles in that period. 


Right’ 1937 25/30 Barker sedanca de ville, from 
the Barker leaflet but unable to be identified as 
any known car, displays the razor-edge look that 
had become fashionable by 1937. 


Below: the eleven monarchs, from Queen Anne in 
1702 to King George VI who came to the throne 
in 1936, whose reigns were spanned by Barker & 
Co. (Coachbuilders) Ltd. 


GEORGE 111 
1727-60 1760-1820 


GEORGE IV 
1820-30 


QUEEN VICTORIA 
1837-1901 


EDWARD Vi! 


GEORGE V 


1901-10 1910-36 


Official Retailers of 


ROLLS -ROYCE 


The Best Car in the World 


KING GEORGE VI 
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been built but GWN2 and GWN25 
were both sedanca coupés to an un- 
known style and having consecutive 
registration numbers. 
Willan didn’t bite and kept his 
20/25 h.p. for many more years. Pity. 


The designs Barker were offering real- 
ly are mouthwatering. 


ESTABLISHED IN 110—the history of 
the firm of BARKER & Co. may be 


said with all truth to be the history to 
date of luxury travel 


Left’ 1937 25/30 fixed head coupé of a design of- 


fered by Barker but probably only built in sedanca 
coupé guise. 
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immel, who knew the car in the late !940s and provided owner Bob Roberts with 


x 


photographs from that period (see following page). The two-door ‘sportsman’s saloon’ coachwork, seen here in its new colour scheme 
as suggested by Mr Fimmel, was built on the new chassis by the Melbourne coachbuilder Martin & King. 


6 sje b] 
Cecilia 
20/25 GLB27 past and present 


By Bob Roberts (N.S.W.) 


Pictured above is Mr Ron Fimmel of 
Melbourne, inspecting the coachwork 
of my 1934 20/25 ‘sportsman’s coupé’ 
(GLB27) by Martin & King, also of 
Melbourne. 

Reference to the book Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country 
by Tom Clarke and David Neely re- 
veals that GLB27 is the only remain- 
ing example of a ‘swept tail’ coupé by 
this coachbuilder. 

The car has recently undergone 
restoration, and for those inclined to 
calculating odds, some of the events 
during that time must be rather im- 
probable. 

I purchased the car from Club 
member Eric Cecil (W.A.) in Perth dur- 
ing 1997. I intended to restore her and 
wanted a colour scheme to suit the 
era of the car. Everyone I spoke to 
about this seemed to become an in- 
stant expert on 1934 colour schemes. 
I was fed up with all the conflicting ad- 
vice from these ‘experts’. 


In 1998, by coincidence, I read an 
article in Unique Cars magazine on an 
elderly chap, Mr Ron Fimmel, and his 
life as an engineer and graphic de- 
signer in the Australian automotive 
industry. After some investigation 
with the help of Telstra’s Directory 
Assistance this fellow was tracked 
down in Melbourne. I spoke to him 
and asked if he would be able to pro- 
vide some water colour prints with 
various colour schemes suitable for 
this car. 

During this discussion he ques- 
tioned me about the car and said “You 
know, young fellow, if this is the car I 
think it is, I haven’t seen it since the 
1940s. I used to travel to work in it 
with its then owner. I still may have 
some old photographs of her, in which 
case I'll send them to you. It may take 
a while to dig them out, as that was 
over 50 years ago”. 

True to his word. the photographs 
arrived many months later and, yes, it 
is GLB27, photographed around 1949 
in Melbourne. Mr Fimmel related to 


me what the colour scheme was then, 
as well as some history of its then 
owner. 

This coincidence whereby I contact- 
ed him by chance some 50 years later 
confirmed in my mind that Mr Fimmel 
should be given the job of devising the 
exterior colour scheme. 

A great deal of research went into 
the final result. Details were sourced 
from Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the 
Sunburnt Country co-author Tom 
Clarke (U.K.), who intimately knew the 
car over a thirty year period when it 
was owned by the late Harry 
Thompson (W.A.), and from David 
Jones (Vic.) who in 1964 was present 
with Harry in Melbourne when it was 
dragged out of a shed, complete with 
roosting chooks and in a totally dilap- 
idated state. 

Harry Thompson restored the car 
in 1964-66, after which it was often 
seen at Club events in Victoria and 
later in Western Australia. It was his 
principal car. Harry was later awarded 
Honorary Life Membership of the 
R.R.O.C.A. 

This car actually has an illustrious 
history going back to the gangster 
days in the 1930s: it was a gift of one 
of Melbourne’s underworld figures to 
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his ‘moll’, Cecilia Hale, after whom 
the car is named. 

The recent restoration saw the 
engine upgraded and both exterior 
and interior completely restored. I 
had only one opportunity of doing 
this work and had to get it right. 
Many people claim that they can do 
a job and then, half way through, 
find that it becomes too hard. The 


The photographs on this page are those sent 
to the Author by Mr Ron Fimmel. They were 
taken c.1949 at the Commonwealth Aircraft 
Corporation in Melbourne and show GLB27 in 
its then cour scheme of silver — like the 


aircraft of the period. 
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‘phone call often comes at night: “I 
thought I could do it, but it’s become 
to hard ... I'm sorry, I can’t finish it”. 
All you have then is an awful mess on 
your hands and someone else has to 
be found to finish it. The end result is 
often the expenditure of ‘mega-bucks’. 

The search for the right person can 
be time consuming, and in my case 
Jim Kelso (N.S.W.) provided the clue: 
Fairford Autos of Bankstown. Here 
they brought a former employee out of 
retirement who worked on and off for 
the next twelve months, restoring the 
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coachwork and painting it. 

During this time I kept in constant 
touch with Mr Fimmel, letting him 
know how the work was progressing, 
and advice was often sought from 
him. At the completion of the work Mr 
Fimmel was offered an air ticket to 
Sydney to view the work. However, 
being elderly he decided that he 
wasn't up to the trip, so GLB27 was 
finally driven down to Melbourne for 
him to see the end result of the work. 

The happy outcome of the story is 
that there is one grateful owner who 


f 


HL headlamps. 


by mere chance was able to obtain 
photographs of his car that had been 
lying in the bottom of a chest of draw- 
ers for 50-odd years, and one gentle- 
man who was able to relive events of 
over 50 years ago. 

And what of ‘Cecilia’?, you may ask. 
Well, she is kicking up her heels once 
again and cutting quite a dash, prov- 
ing to be the ‘lovely little town car’ that 
she was designed to be. i 


Photographs from the Author 
and Mr Ron Fimmel 


353LF: nearside of engine — beautifully restored and overhauled, with all-authentic finishes. 


vA sib ae 
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A Real Ghost Story 


Concluding the story of 1924 Springfield Silver Ghost 353LF 


By David & 
Marilyn Forward (S.A.) 


Once David had managed to recon- 
struct the folding trunk-rack from 
photographs and the few bits remain- 
ing, he built a trunk to fit, that would 
be rain- and dust-proof without need- 
ing the rather sad-looking covers that 
hid the usual vintage trunk. We had to 
replace the windscreen plate glass 
with laminate, and also replaced all 
the other windows with safety glass, 
retaining the old glass, bullet hole and 
all, in our archive. All these seem to 
us to be important adaptations, but 
ones done in what we hope is a taste- 
ful, discreet and chronistic manner. 
Our aim at all times has been to do 
things exactly as they would have 
been done by Springfield, including 
modifications. 

Painting was done in acrylic, so 
that it could be hand-polished. In 
1924 spray-painting was coming in 
with the invention of Dupont’s Duco 
lacquers, so that spraying is historic- 
ally valid, the only change being the 
substitution of acrylic for lacquer. 
Wings and frame were usually black 
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for Springfields, and maroon was one 
of the (few) colours available then, un- 
til Duco began to introduce real var- 
iety. It is difficult to be sure what the 
original colour may have been — there 
was some dark blue, but this may 
have been undercoating. It certainly 
was not brown. 

Part of the fun during the painting 
process was the masking of the bon- 
net rivets between coats. Did you 
know that there are 1,682 nickel silver 
rivets, including 48 for the bonnet 
panels? Neither did we, or we might 
never have bothered. David had to 
cover each rivet with a dot of masking 
tape, specially punched out. Three 
times over, making 5.046 dots, be- 
cause after every few coats the dots 
had to be removed and replaced or 
they would become permanent. The 
whole exercise brought new meaning 
to his life. 

Then for the trimming. The car 
originally had plain, not pleated or 
buttoned, trim — black leather in 
front, grey woollen cloths in the back 
— West of England headcloth, mo- 
quette for the seats, Wilton for the car- 
pets. This plainer style, introduced in 
later 1924, can be seen as the begin- 


ning of a streamlined Art Deco 
approach, as against the more com- 
plex Art Nouveau one of earlier cars. 

Fellow member Graham Patterson, 
whose work is of the very highest 
standard, agreed to tackle our car, 
and we are rather amazed that our 
friendship has actually survived the 
ordeal. As well as having superb hand 
skills, he is a meticulous researcher, 
insistent on getting things historically 
correct, and was able to reconstruct, 
from the remnants, the processes 
used by Merrimac (the builder for 
most of the Rolls-Royce Custom 
Coach Works Mayfairs) when they 
originally trimmed the car. 

These processes are a story in 
themselves, that will have to wait till 
later. His labours have been truly 
heroic (ask his chiropractor!), but the 
results are stunning. Marilyn fash- 
ioned new silk blinds, door checks, 
and made bags to house and protect 
all the tools, side-screens and equip- 
ment. 

Our 1924 Mayfair is now resplen- 
dent in all its glory, and, we hope, 
appropriate as a_ representative 
Springfield Silver Ghost. (As to this, 
all items and materials replaced dur- 
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Master craftsman at work: Graham Patterson reconstructing a seat squab. 


ing the entire restoration have been 
preserved in our archive for historical 
reference.) 


Minor moments 


Finally we could take to the streets, 
and test the chassis for a few hundred 
miles. There were a couple of little 
dramas. The starter was odd in its 
action, and then gave up completely. 
The trouble was traced to the driving 
shaft that runs inside the gearbox 
second motion shaft. To get at it one 
must remove the gearbox, lowering it 
on three of those long, half-inch, 
threaded rods one can buy at the 
hardware store. Oh, and first one dis- 
connects the coupling, the sphere and 
the two radius rods locating it. We 
don't think those rods had been re- 
moved before, and we can now see 
why. They required a massive pull, 
with hot air gun, freeze spray and a 
tap with a large hammer. Once the 
box was out and the starter driving 
shaft withdrawn, the shaft turned out 
to have been broken in two (and badly 
bent) for many years, the jagged ends 
having held together just enough to 
allow some limited starter action for a 
while. How had this breakage hap- 
pened? There must have been an 
almighty backfire, perhaps while the 
car was being moved as well as start- 
ed by the starter motor. It’s only six 
volts, but this massive Westinghouse 
unit would drive a train. 

The gearbox and_ differential 
seemed to have survived unscathed. 
Rudy Rosales, the Master for whom no 
problem is too great, and who had 


helped us find various components, 
now came to the rescue with a com- 
plete driving shaft from a wrecked 
Ghost. The starter now whirrs sweet- 
ly. Then we had to dismantle the 
engine again when a loud knock 
turned out to be caused by the incor- 
rect fitting of its one sleeve — it had, 
incredibly, been drilled and fitted 20 
thou. off-line at the top, along the line 
of the crankshaft. That piston was 
doing a hula dance all of its own — 
really hitting the walls, man! Strange 
to say, the engineering company re- 
sponsible had just gone out of busi- 
ness. We wonder why? We now, with a 
better motor engineer, sleeved all six 
cylinders (he considered the existing 
cylinder walls potentially porous), did 
a better job on valves, guides (K- 
liners) and seats, with exhaust valves 
being fitted with hardened seats. and 
put it all together properly. This time, 
after spending hours on removing 
every particle of muck he could find, 
David took the blocks and inlet mani- 
fold to a car-wash and blasted them 
out with pressurized steam+detergent, 
spraying immediately with RP7 to 
drive out water and prevent rusting. 
A word here on cleaning. About the 
only things on our Ghost chassis that 
really needed sand-blasting were rust- 
ed wheels and frame rears. Pretty well 
everything else can be removed by the 
latest technology — soda-blasting 
with dear old baking soda — sodium 
bicarbonate. It is used for stripping 
paint from aircraft fuselages without 
scoring the aluminium, and so is in- 
credibly soft in its action. Further- 


Insistent on getting things historically correct, 
Graham was able to reconstruct, from the rem- 
nants, the processes used by Merrimac (the 
builder for most of the Rolls-Royce Custom Coach 
Works Mayfairs) when they originally trimmed the 
car. Note the hundreds of springs individually 
enclosed in calico. 


more, steam cleaning easily dissolves 
and removes the soda residue, and if 
any more should be left (which it al- 
ways is, in our porous aluminium 
castings), it will be washed out by 
detergent engine oil as a non-abrasive. 
Now that this new technology has 
arrived, don’t ever let anyone use any- 
thing else in or around your engine 
and chassis moving parts. 


Major moment 


This time all was well, and the 
engine sounded and ran beautifully. 
But now for the big surprise. While 
putting the engine back together for 
the second time, David chanced to 
compare the new pistons with the old, 
and discovered, to his amazement, 
that the new pistons were °/is” higher 
from the middle of the gudgeons to the 
crown. These off-the-shelf Ege pistons 
were high-compression pistons! 

We had been advised not to fit hi- 
comp. pistons, but had done so with- 
out realizing it, and now the old ones, 
past their use-by date, would no 
longer fit the 30-thou oversize bores. 

Well, we can now report what hi- 
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Above left’ Not content with just rebuilding the seats exactly as original, David & Marilyn ensured that even the original printing under the front seat cushions was 
reproduced exactly. Above right the front compartment, trimmed with black leather as original. Note the knob fitted to the gear lever of Springfield Silver Ghosts. 


comp. pistons, giving a cylinder pres- 
sure of 90 psi at cranking speeds 
(standard is about 65 psi), really do. 
They give a lot more power, which for 
our heavy-bodied car is very welcome. 
No limousine should be without them, 


although we suppose they could be 
hazardous to really frail, unsleeved 
cylinder blocks. They make hand- 
cranking more difficult, but not im- 
possible — after all, hi-comp. pistons 
of at least 4.5:1 were factory-fitted to 


many Ghosts when new. They do not 
cause any roughness, at least on later 
Ghosts that have slipper front fly- 
wheels, and the approximately 5:1 
compression (standard is 3.92:1) 
engine now idles slowly, sweetly and 


The luxurious owner's compartment superbly recreated. Note the generously proportioned occasional seats, fold-out footrest, roller-blinds and intercom microphone 


to the chauffeur. 
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quietly like a 20 Horsepower. We defy 
anyone listening to the idle to pick the 
engine as having hi-comp. pistons. 
However, they put more strain on the 
cooling system, since more heat is 
produced. They also put a strain on 
spark production, the extra cylinder 
pressures causing us originally to 
have to reduce the spark gaps to 18 
thou. The coil and magneto have 
therefore been rewound to sports-coil 
specifications, and we are able to open 
the coil plug points to 40 thou., and 
magneto plugs (simply from caution) 
to 30 thou. The increased output has 
not harmed the coil, but the magneto 
spindle could burn out its old bakelite 
insulation if this is not strengthened 
with modern sprays. It may be that 
electronic ignition will have to be 
adopted here. Finally, the extra power 
makes one think of a higher-ratio rear 
axle or overdrive, so that the engine 
can turn slower for a given speed. 
Swings and roundabouts. 


On the road 


Although the whole car is still a 
little unfinished, it is a real pleasure 
to drive, and a tribute to its makers, 
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Rolls-Royce of America, Springfield, 
Massachusetts. It is, for us, still an 
incredible dream. As we got deeper 
into the restoration, we were able to 
see just how lucky we were with this 
find, for it is a most original car, and 
mostly all there from new. | think that 
we would have accepted any Ghost, in 
any condition, but through the most 
incredible luck, got an original chassis 
with a really beautiful, original body. 
It goes really well, and is very comfort- 
able. Nothing could have been done 
without the tremendous help of all the 
experts who have contributed so 
much to the restoration, from engine 
to extras. We have had little of the 
heart-breaking worldwide searches for 
parts and equipment that most other 
restorers experience. We have not had 
to build a body from scratch. He who 
starts with the usual incomplete, rust- 
ed chassis, and has over years to 
source or fashion parts with the ut- 
most expense and difficulty, is the real 
hero. Contrast the huge problems 
faced and overcome by most other re- 
storers over many years, and you will 
soon see the brilliance and magnitude 
of their achievements. 


353LF at Valley Lake, Mount Gambier, on the occasion of the 200! Federal Concours d'Elegance. 


For us it has been comparatively 
simple. but even so we have found the 
task quite demanding. It has been a 
joint effort from the beginning. We 
both fell in love with things Rolls- 
Royce when we owned our Twenty, all 
those years ago, and so have shared 
the enthusiasm, the work and the 
funding. David tended to look to the 
mechanical side of things, while 
Marilyn looked to the things that suit- 
ed her expertise, like fabrics, photos 
and finance. Marilyn often suggested 
solutions to mechanical problems that 
eluded David — with her scientific 
background she is a fine consulting 
engineer — and we took aesthetic de- 
cisions together, with wise advice from 
Graham Patterson. 

The car is settling down well now, 
and has attended a few events and 
rallies, to the entire satisfaction of its 
owners. We can now Ghost along with 
the others who patiently gave us rides 
while our car was a-building, and 
understand a little better why the 
Rolls-Royce 40-50 h.p. Silver Ghost 
was the greatest car of its time, and 


perhaps of all time. 


Photographs from the Authors 


It would be difficult to conceive of a finer means of touring than a Silver Cloud (or equivalent 


foe cn SO 


PRAECLARVM 


Bentley, of course) and the series {I and Ill models, with their V-8 


engine, have power that far exceeds the ‘adequate’ claimed by their makers, who were being modest in that instance and merely truthful with their ‘Best Car in 
the World’ claim. LSWC502 is seen here on a roadside picnic. Please excuse your Editor for indulging personal preferences, but that red leather is just magnificent! 


To the Federal Rally by Silver Cloud II 


A tribute to Rolls-Royce and their remarkable motor cars. 


By Dean Prangley (Qld.) 


I have no doubt that when 
LSWC502 was new in 1960, the proud 
owner Dr John Shepherd of 
Toowoomba, Queensland would have 
had no hesitation in taking the car on 
a 6,700 kilometre journey to South 
Australia. 

To have achieved the above forty- 
one years later without touching the 
car mechanically, averaging high 
point to point cruising speeds and a 
fuel consumption over 16 mpg attests 
to the design and construction of 
these remarkable Rolls-Royce cars. 
They must be one of the finest touring 
cars ever built, being more than able 
to keep up to modern road travel 
today, and must have been phenom- 
enal in 1959 when the Silver Cloud II 
was introduced. 

The good Doctor granted me a ride 
from Noosa to Tewantin when the car 
was a week old and I] was a very im- 
pressionable 18-year-old. I watched 


wide-eyed as the speedometer passed 
eighty miles per hour as we ascended 
Noosa Hill, which was a single ribbon 
bitumen goat track in those days. Still 
accelerating the Doctor eased off the 
bitumen to show the capacity of the 
suspension on rough roads and the 
way the car handled, by which time I 
was not looking at the speedo. The 
Cloud remained in the Doctor’s pos- 
session until 1973 and then went 
south for 11 years until we acquired it 
in 1984, so we have an eleven year 
gap in its history and no real indica- 
tion of its mileage. I have no doubt 
that if John Shepherd were alive today 
he could take his old Rolls-Royce up 
Noosa Hill at the same speed as in 
1960! 

Christine and I decided to drive to 
Melbourne for a couple of nights be- 
fore taking the Great Ocean Road 
across to Mount Gambier. Under strict 
instructions from Barry Sparks of 
NBS Services not to exceed 70 mph, 
because of the car’s age, we headed 


for the Newell Highway via 


Toowoomba {a nostalgic moment for 
the car) and into New South Wales 
through Goondiwindi. It was at this 
point that I opened the toolbox for the 
first and only time on the entire trip. 
The new stainless steel muffler system 
had lost a bolt at the rear support and 
was flopping around. A new bolt and 
an additional lock-nut fixed the prob- 
lem. 

Having filled up in Queensland at 
89.9 cents per litre for ‘Super’, we 
watched in horror as fuel prices 
leaped to $1.00 and upwards to a high 
of 106.9 cpl paid at Gilgandra. Not 
sure of the fuel consumption I imag- 
ined the scenario of mortgaging the 
house each time I filled up and hoped 
that the bank would understand. 

The Newell has long stretches of 
good road and not a lot of traffic ex- 
cept semi-trailers, including ‘B- 
doubles’. The limit is set at 110 km/h 
and this is where we found that the 
legs on the Silver Cloud are very long. 
Despite Barry's warning the speedo 
kept creeping up to 80mph and want- 
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ing to go higher. 

The big V-8 gave astonishing accel- 
eration when passing 30 metre long 
‘B-doubles’ travelling at 7Omph and 
on one occasion with Christine driving 
I was shocked to see 100mph passed 
as we put down a big ‘B-double’. 
Flashing back to 1960 I did not look at 
the speedo again! 

The highway took us through 
Moree and Narrabri where the cotton 
harvest was in full swing. The road 
was lined with myriads of cotton balls 
blown across the thousands of acres 
of level black soil. Another feature was 
the huge tarpaulin covered mounds of 
wheat, which dwarfed the end loaders 
transferring to enormous grain trucks 
and rail wagons. There was a large 
amount of oversize equipment on the 
move and we frequently had to move 
off the road to allow passage for huge 
headers, tractors and loaders. Every- 
thing is big in this part of Australia 
and the Cloud felt very small amongst 
all this heavy machinery. 

On to 
Gilgandra where I mortgaged the 
house to fill up and then to Dubbo 
where we had a look at the delightful 
old gaol complex which is a must for 


Coonabarabran and 


travellers. The complex even has its 
original gallows, which were designed 
to be dismantled after use and stored 
under the adjoining courthouse. Each 
piece has Roman numerals stamped 
on it for ease of assembly when some 
poor sinner had to take the last walk. 
Fortunately it reached its use by date 
in 1960 and has been in retirement 
since! 

The town of Forbes was our stop for 
the night and was reached well before 
nightfall. I had not reckoned with the 
ease the car could cover distances and 
we could have travelled another 100 
miles easily. We found that changing 
drivers every two hours worked best 
with a quick cup of tea and a stretch. 
We felt so good that we went into town 
and had dinner at the huge old Albion 
Hotel where tunnels were recently dis- 
covered dating back to the gold mining 
days of the 1880s. They were dug ap- 
parently to allow the passage and 
loading of gold to armed escorts away 
from the prying eyes of the many 
bushrangers in the area. 

Next day we headed for Melbourne 
and the rain decided to join us at 
Narrandera where it came down in 
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A Silver Cloud in fine fettle, such as Dean & Christine 


Prangley’s | 960 SCIl (LSWC502), is among the best 


ways to travel by road over long distances, being far more comfortable than most modern cars as well as 
equal in performance. Lookout at Anglesea, Victoria. The Great Ocean Road and Shipwreck Coast lie ahead. 


bucketloads. The two quarterlights 
began to leak small tracks of water 
across the wood capping rail and 
down the inside of the doors — new 
rubbers are needed here! Then the 
odd drip under the dash signalled that 
the windscreen wiper grommets or the 
aerial seal had perished or the wind- 
screen rubber was not doing its job. 
Fortunately the rain had passed by 
the time we stopped at Shepparton for 
lunch and was the last real rain we 
saw for the rest of the trip. The run 
into Melbourne was uneventful until I 
took a turn too soon in the City and 
was stuck in a traffic jam at Flinders 
Street Station. I fully expected the V-8 
to complain as it was a warm after- 
noon, but the temperature gauge 
moved about halfway up the normal 


band and stayed there. 

After two nights in Melbourne and 
much travelling on trams. wonderful 
food at Leo’s in St Kilda and a great 
steamboat ride up the Yarra we head- 
ed off to Warrnambool along the Great 
Ocean Road which I had always want- 
ed to travel (preferably in a Rolls- 
Royce). Geelong, Torquay, a quick 
side trip to see Bells Beach where the 
surf is said to be the best in Australia 
and on to Anglesea that has an excel- 
lent lookout over the ocean. The twists 
and turns around the headlands were 
never ending and gave the power 
steering a thorough workout as well 
as the brakes. Those members driving 
without power steering must have bi- 
ceps like Superman! This road was a 
big engineering undertaking particu- 


The ferry across the River Murray at Wellington, South Australia, en route to Langhorne Creek. 


Ae 


Here LSWC502 is overlooking the former open-cut copper mine at Burra, S.A. — once the biggest copper 
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mine in the State and said to have once “saved the economy of South Australia”. 


larly considering it was built to hon- 
our World War One heroes in the early 
twenties. 

Apollo Bay is a beautiful spot with 
houses clinging to the hillsides to get 
a superb view of the ‘Shipwreck 
Coast’. A few miles further on we took 
a side trip to Cape Otway, which is the 
southernmost point of mainland 
Australia. The lighthouse there was 
built in the 1880s to warn ships, 
which had a bad habit of wrecking 
themselves on rocks in the area. The 
guide took us up to the top using a 
very narrow winding staircase and re- 
marked that we should be there when 
the wind is blowing 130 knots in a 
howling storm. “The waves send spray 
over the top and the noise is incredi- 
ble”, she enthused. Strange girl that! 

Soon we arrived at the Twelve 
Apostles and missed the turnoff into 
the tourist parking area, as did the 
Gillings Ghost, which was executing a 
three-point turn in front of an audi- 
ence of traffic who clearly had never 
seen such a sight before. We followed 
and walked down to the viewing plat- 
form for what is one of the most beau- 
tiful sights in Australia. The Twelve 
Apostles (there aren’t really twelve 
there but who cares) make any trip 
worthwhile and you wonder how long 
it will take for the sea to eat them 
away. Certainly in the case of London 
Bridge it finally did the job in 1988 
when the main span collapsed leaving 
two bemused and worried tourists 
stranded on a new island. They were 
rescued by helicopter but one won- 
ders what would have happened even 


50 years ago when no such machine 
existed. Loch Ard Gorge was the site of 
a particularly tragic shipwreck around 
1885 when only two survived. The 
blowhole nearly extends over 100 me- 
tres under the cliff as a tunnel then 
opens out in a collapsed section before 
travelling underground again. It is 
said that several bodies from the Loch 
Ard floated in and out of the cleft for 
days after the wreck out of reach of 
frustrated rescuers. 

The 
Warrnambool was our overnight stop 
along with lots of other Rolls-Royce 
people. Next morning we all lined up 
for photographs on the headland. I 
counted 32 motor cars none of which 
had failed to proceed. Filling up next 
morning the Cloud accepted its first 
top up of oil, about one litre. The 
power steering reservoir needed a 
drop or two following all those twists 
and turns. The radiator needed not a 
single H’O molecule. Next morning we 
motored to the delightful fishing vil- 
lage of Port Fairy, which is full of her- 
itage listed buildings. A walk along the 
wharf lined with fishing boats of all 
kinds ended at the causeway where 
scientists from a local university were 
crawling all over a large and very 
smelly whale which had landed on the 
rocks. The historic town of Portland 


very pleasant town of 


was our next stop from which we took 
a side road to Cape Nelson, which 
lighthouse. The 
lessees have converted an old stone 


boasts another 
store into a very nice bistro a short 
walk from which is a fabulous view of 
the ocean. 
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Our travels then took us to a very 
pretty area of Nelson, which has a fine 
surfing beach and great headlands, 
which the sea crashes into relentless- 
ly. The South Australian border is 
crossed soon after Nelson and we pro- 
ceeded direct to Mount Gambier and 
the Red Carpet motor inn. There we 
found wall-to-wall Rolls-Royces in 
every parking spot — what a great 
start to the Rally. 

Needless to say, we had a great 
time at the Rally and made many new 
friends. The organisers should be 
proud of their achievement, which has 
confirmed the importance of these 
events in the way they bring like- 
minded people together. I was in- 
trigued by Mount Gambier’s Blue 
Lake and its incredible colour as if a 
ton or so of ‘Reckitt’s Blue’ had been 
tossed into it. 

The lake was the scene of one of 
Australia’s most interesting car 
stories. Early one morning in 1935 Mr 
John Dutton was driving his 1925 OE 
30/98 Vauxhall around the lake when 
he swerved to miss either (a) a milko 
on his rounds or (b) an under-the- 
weather vet (stories differ) and lost 
control. Bailing out in mid roll, John 
suffered broken ribs and contusions 
as well as shock as he watched his 
beloved Vauxhall plunge into the lake. 
The car lay on the bottom approxi- 
mately 200 feet below the surface for 
fifteen months until a determined at- 
tempt to recover it was made. A pon- 
toon was launched with grappling 
hooks and a winch and the car was 
fished for in the traditional method. 
Eventually it was hooked, lost and 
hooked again and eventually brought 
to the surface and finally winched to 
the lip of the crater by the local coun- 
cil’s 10-ton steamroller. Petrol was 
still in the tank and the tyres inflated. 
The body was wrecked but the mech- 
anicals sound and the car with a two- 
seat body was soon on the road again. 
Forever known as the Blue Lake 
Vauxhall, the E297 passed through 
many hands until it was fully restored 
by its Sydney owner where it still re- 
sides. 

After the Rally we continued our 
journey through Coonawarra where 
we sampled and bought wine from 
many fine small vignerons. We deter- 
mined not to buy from everyone and 
only one bottle at a time — famous 
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last words! By the time we arrived at 
Padthaway Homestead we already had 
two-dozen with a long way to go. 

Padthaway Homestead was built in 
the 1880s and is situated in the mid- 
dle of hundreds acres of vineyards. 
This stately old mansion has been 
beautifully restored and furnished 
with period furniture. Two local ladies 
run it as a bed & breakfast with a 
four-course silver service dinner in 
the delightful dining room with fire- 
place. On our arrival we were pleas- 
antly surprised to find Mark & Merilyn 
Babidge (W.A.) and their Phantom I 
(69EF) already comfortably estab- 
lished. We all enjoyed an excellent 
dinner and a glass of port before retir- 
ing to our large and very Victorian 
bedrooms. The two Rolls-Royce looked 
the part outside in the circular drive 
and I wondered how many had driven 
up to the front door over the last 90 
years or so. 

Next day we drove down to the his- 
toric town of Robe, which was a major 
port back in the 19th century. The 
Chinese miners landed here in their 
thousands during the Gold Rush and 
trekked over 200 miles to Ballarat and 
Bendigo. Landing in South Australia 
allowed them to avoid paying the min- 
ers’ tax levied by the Victorian 
Government. We were lucky to find 
that the National Trust was conduct- 
ing a walking tour through the town 
that evening describing many of the 
original buildings dating back to the 
1840s. Those telling the stories were 
dressed in the garb of the day and car- 
ried kerosene lamps and candles. 
Despite looking in all the likely places 
there was not one derelict Silver Ghost 
to be seen. 

Leaving Robe next morning, we 
travelled the Highway 
through the area known as_ the 
Coorong, which is a desolately beauti- 
ful wilderness of sandhills, saltpans 
and lakes. A few small villages such as 
Salt Creek and Policeman’s Point were 
the only signs of habitation in the 146 
km journey — not a place to fail to 
proceed. 

Passing the of Lake 
Alexandrina we arrived at the town of 
Wellington and took the car ferry 
across the River Murray. The famous 
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wine growing area of Langhorne Creek 
provided some more tasting and buy- 
ing opportunities with the Silver 
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Cloud receiving lots of comments such 
as: “you drove all the way from 
Brisbane?”! The Fleurieu Peninsula is 
a lovely area of South Australia. The 
historic town of Strathalbyn is a de- 
light for antique hunters, with about a 
dozen such establishments. I always 
dig through the automotive bits in the 
hope of finding a Rolls-Royce spanner 
or two but this time to no avail. South 
to Victor Harbour and Port Elliot 
through countryside which obviously 
inspired Hans Heyson, on to the vil- 
lages of Yankalilla and Myponga and 
into the McLaren Vale wine area. This 
famous location produces some of the 
best cabernet sauvignons in the world 
and we were soon loading more into 
the boot and the springs were getting 
lower. 

We based ourselves in Adelaide at 


Tasting (and buying) room at Hollicks, one of several Coonawarra vineyards visited on the Friday of the 


the Naval, Military & Air Force Club in 
Hutt Street. The Rolls-Royce looked at 
home in the drive of this delightful old 
club, which was originally a mansion, 
built in the 1880s. The next four days 
were spent side tripping to the 
Adelaide Hills, McLaren Vale and the 
Clare Valley. The Silver Cloud was 
going better than ever with a load in 
the back. I found that five full cartons 
of wine would fit across the width at 
the rear of the boot. Travelling into the 
heritage town of Mintaro we struck a 
very bad stretch of corrugated dirt 
road complete with bulldust. The 
forty-one-year-old door rubbers were 
no match for the bulldust and a fine 
coating appeared on the adjoining seat 
areas. On the corrugations the car had 
more rattles than a millionaire’s 
baby, particularly in the dashboard. 
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The old Customs House at Robe, with the boat harbour behind. 


But everything still worked. 
Martindale Hall is a superb man- 
sion built in 1885, remaining in the 
same family for most of the last cent- 
ury. The State Government acquired 
the property and it is open to the pub- 
lic. The trophy room is fascinating, as 
it has been left in the same state from 
when the son of the original owner 
passed away in 1951. All of the rooms 
are fully furnished in the correct per- 
iod with some of the original wall- 
paper. A unique feature is the air 
conditioning system which draws cool 
air by convection from the deep 
underground cellars and circulates it 
through the ground and upper floors. 
The caretaker claimed that in 44°C 
heat last summer the ground floor re- 
mained at a comfortable 28°. Nearby 


are the beautiful original stables, 
which must have housed some desir- 
able cars in their day. The family 
owned two Rolls-Royce and I believe 
they are in members’ ownership. 
Perhaps someone can advise their his- 
tory and current situation. 

Leaving Adelaide for the long trip 
home we spent the morning in the 
Barossa Valley resulting in more wine 
going into the boot, and then headed 
off to Renmark on the Sturt Highway. 
Thousands of acres of irrigated vine- 
yards, citrus and other fruit trees on 
both sides broke the monotony of mil- 
lions of acres of scrub and dusty 
plains. Arriving at Renmark we decid- 
ed to continue on to Mildura. Night 
had fallen and we were amazed at a 
full moon rising over our bonnet and 


Christine Prangley and LSWC502 on the beach at Nelson, which is in Victoria very near the South Australian 
border. Have the superb lines of these cars ever been bettered? 
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outlining the Spirit of Ecstasy in sil- 
houette. The moon became so bright 
that for the first time in my life I was 
forced to use the sun visor at night to 
see where the road was. 

Next morning following a cup of tea 
on the banks of the mighty Murray we 
set off on the big run home. The Cloud 
was running beautifully although the 
exhaust system was beginning to rat- 
tle ominously. We followed the 
Murrumbidgee through Balranald and 
on to Hay then to West Wyalong, 
Forbes and Parkes where we detoured 
to take a closer look at the massive 
radio telescope. The recent movie “The 
Dish’ was made here with the town 
scenes being filmed in Forbes, which 
must have irked the inhabitants of 
Parkes. Apparently Forbes had the 
most appropriate townscape for the 
era. 

We stayed overnight in Dubbo be- 
fore the final run to Brisbane. Near 
Goondiwindi the exhaust system 
finally shed its last weld and settled 
into the cross members where it clat- 
tered merrily. Driving up on a mound 
at a picnic stop I was able to take a 
good look at the problem. The welded 
joins to the manifold were in good con- 
dition and as the system was support- 
ed fore and aft and couldn't go 
anywhere, we decided to leave it alone 
and proceed. So we made it home with 
no mishap with the Cloud raring to go 
again. At the beginning, the odometer 
read 94,018 miles and we now had 
98,213 on the clock, which works out 
to around 6,700 kilometres. The fuel 
consumption worked out at over 16 
miles/gallon, which is remarkable for 
a 41-year-old 6.2 litre engine, particu- 
larly as we maintained high cruising 
speeds. 

Following this experience I would 
not hesitate to take this car anywhere 
and in preference to my modern 
Jaguar. The overall point-to-point per- 
formance combined with driving com- 
fort meant that we arrived fresh at 
each destination. We thoroughly en- 
joyed this Federal Rally and look for- 
ward to the next one. Congratulations 
to all who helped to organise it and to 
Rolls-Royce for their remarkable 
motor cars. a 


Photographs from the Author 


4-01 


Derby Phantom Register 


It was with great pleasure that | 
accepted the réle of Registrar of the 
Derby Phantom Register of the R.R.O.C. 
of Australia. | know that some members 
have reservations about the establish- 
ment of Registers within the Club, but | 
believe that the Club is big enough to 
allow members with an interest in a par- 
ticular model or group of models to 
enjoy the benefits of a Register without 
compromising the aims of the Club as a 
whole. The Registers operate under the 
umbrella of the R.R.O.C. and responsible 
to the Federal Executive. 

The object of the Register is to estab- 
lish a data-base of all eligible cars in 
Australia, to disseminate information be- 
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NEWS from the REGISTERS 


tween members and to generally enhance 
the pleasure of owning these great cars. 

On arecent visit to the U.K., | had the 
pleasure of meeting Derek Harris, 
Registrar of the R.R.E.C. Derby Phantom 
Register. Derek and a group of fellow 
enthusiasts were on a five-day rally be- 
fore going to the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally at 
Towcester. Derek was most helpful, and 
has offered us any help we require in set- 
ting up a Register. If we can be as 
successful as the U.K. group we will have 
achieved our aim. 

| will shortly write to every member 
owning an eligible car and invite them on 
board for what | feel will be an exciting 
new era in the history of the R.R.O.C. of 
Australia. 

Mick Rust, Registrar 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Bentley Mk VI/R-type Register 


1 think | must have been caught with 
my head under *Helga’s’ bonnet once too 
often, as | have been asked to be your 
contact person for this Register. 

| have accepted on the basis that the 
task is not that of an expert, which | am 
certainly not, but that of a contact person 
with, as | see it, an exciting challenge to 
establish a practical mechanism for the 
interchange of both the wealth of rele- 
vant technical information that must exist 
in various publications, but not currently 
readily availably to all, and the consider- 
able experience and expertise that obvi- 
ously resides with not only current but 
also previous owners of models within 
this Register, and who are willing to offer 
advice or assistance when asked. 

I sincerely hope all concerned will help 
us fulfill this aim. It could help widen our 
understanding and enjoyment of these 
rare and wonderful models. 

The Register comprises all proud 
owners of Silver Wraiths, Bentleys Mk VI, 
R-types, R-type Continentals and of 
course Silver Dawns. As indicated above 
past owners are also invited to feel in- 
cluded, as are any potential future own- 
ers. 

A hearty welcome! 

The Table, right, includes the 221 vehi- 
cles of these models listed in ‘Chassis 
Plate’ and gives an idea of the different 
model numbers and distribution across 
the country. 

Some cars are shared by two mem- 


bers, and as past owners are not listed 
the collective experience and expertise 
amongst members is even greater. 

Initially, it seems that the exercise can 
be divided into four principle tasks:- 

|. To establish a comprehensive list of 
technical data comprising: 

- Essential needed guidance for carry- 
ing out one’s own service or mainte- 


nance, i.e. Rolls-Royce Publications, 
(Workshop Manuals, Service Bulletins, 
etc.). 


- Useful owner’s experiences in ser- 
vice and maintenance etc, recorded over 
the years, in the many club publications 
both here and overseas 

- Also other literature of perhaps 
greater appeal to the less technically in- 
clined, i.e. sales brochures, road tests and 
owners’ accounts recording experiences 
in simply enjoying and driving our 
models, etc.. 

2. To determine from the list compiled 
above, what material should be available 


as hard copy in each Branch library, and 
what could be made available to register 
members via the Club website, by a. in- 
terchange between Branch libraries, or 
by b. some other means. 

3. To determine members’ current 
needs for guidance in servicing, maintain- 
ing or perhaps just caring for and driving 
our models, and: 

- whether there are any common ur- 
gent problems or needs that can be ad- 
dressed by workshops at the next 
Federal Rally, when there is an opportu- 
nity for us to meet, or in some other way, 
e.g., a specially prepared instruction 
video, etc. 

4. To determine willingness of mem- 
bers to share with others the experience 
they have gained. 

In most cases this would entail simply 
responding to an individual query by tele- 
phone, fax or e-mail, whichever is pre- 
ferred. 

In time we should aim to establish 
member groups of experts in particular 
areas of maintenance/repair, e.g. annual 
service and tune, carburetter overhaul 
and tuning, ignition systems, spare parts, 
etc. 

To make a start | NEED YOUR HELP. 

Enclosed with this edition of 
PRAECLARUM is a simple SURVEY 
FORM with the idea of making a start on 
all four objectives. 

Please take the few minutes needed to 
read through and enter your appropriate 
responses. 

How successfully your Register gets 
under way in providing the sort of help 
you desire, and has the expertise and is 
willing to help, depends very much ON 
EACH MEMBER FORWARDING THEIR 
RESPONSE. 

WHEN: By September | 5th, so that 
replies can be included in a summary 
of responses for the October edition 


MODEL NUMBERS by R.R.O.C. BRANCH as listed in “CHASSIS PLATE’ 


Silver Wraith 
Silver Dawn - short boot 
Silver Dawn - long boot 


Bentley Mk VI 
Bentley R-type 
Continental R-type 


TOTAL: 


% of total: 


tS 


of PRAECLARUM. 

Finally, it is intended that our method 
of communication for this Register is via 
this, our Club’s Federal magazine, 
PRAECLARUM, rather than a separate 
newsletter. This will minimise costs, 
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while allowing all members, some poss- 
ibly future owners of our models, to fol- 
low the activity of the Register. 

It follows that members preparing 
technical articles, or recording experi- 
ences with our models, both of which are 
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most certainly encouraged, should do so 

for publication in PRAECLARUM, rather 

than your Branch newsletter. In that way 
we all benefit from your experience. 

Good motoring, 

Lloyd Missen, Registrar 


FOUNDATION CORNER 


The Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
has received a donation of the records 
of the former Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
distributor in New South Wales. These 
important and historical records are 
an invaluable donation to the 
Foundation and have been received by 
the Trustees in accordance with the 
Trust Deed. 

Copies of the relevant records of a 
particular car will be made available 
to the current owner, on the payment 
of a fee of $75.00. An application form 
is available from the Foundation 
Office for this purpose. Please contact 
Trustee David Vann on telephone 
07-3865-3287 or by facsimile on 
07-3865-4822. 

You will have, by now, received a 
copy of the new Foundation brochure, 
which lists the workings and achieve- 


ments of the Foundation to date. 
Recently you would have also received 
a smaller leaflet with the merchandise 
that the Foundation has for sale. The 
response has been most encouraging 
and it is the plan of the Trustees to be 
continually adding to the range of 
merchandise available. All funds 
raised go to the continuing work of the 
Foundation. 

At the recent Federal Rally of the 
Club, noted author and historian Tom 
Clarke was awarded the Sir Henry 
Royce Foundation Trophy for the year 
2001. This award was made to Tom in 
recognition of his work in recording 
the history of the Company and its 
products and in particular for the 
authorship, with David Neely, of the 
highly acclaimed book Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country. 


To date just over 500 copies of this 
excellent book have been sold. If you 
haven't purchased a copy yet we en- 
courage you to do so and have at hand 
a copy of the history of the cars in 
Australia and some of the social fabric 
of their owners. And at the same time 
you will be supporting the important 
work of the Foundation. 

We again remind all members of the 
Club that the donating of material and 
memorabilia to the Foundation is an 
effective way of preserving some of the 
past for future generations. It is im- 
portant that in this climate of change 
and uncertainty with the ownership of 
the Company those records and 
material items of relevance and inter- 
est be preserved. 

David Vann 
Trustee / Secretary 


The Thunderbolt Overlander 


From Sydney to the 44th Annual Federal Rally at Coffs Harbour 
Commencing April 27th, 2002 

Expressions of interest are being sought from members in- 
terested in participating in The Thunderbolt Overlander, 
commencing in Sydney on Saturday, April 27th and arriving in 
Coffs Harbour on Thursday May 2nd for the 44th Annual 
Federal Rally. 

Why not join ‘the gang’ and roam the highways and byways 
frequented in the 19th Century by Frederick Ward, better 
known as the infamous Captain Thunderbolt — ‘the gentleman 
bushranger’ — on this Overlander with a difference. 

It is proposed that the Overlander will depart Sydney on 
April 27th and drive north to the beautiful Hunter Valley 
where we will be accommodated in a quality motel for the four 
nights of Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. This will pro- 
vide a base from which you can explore this historic part of 
New South Wales at your leisure over three full days. There 
are attractions for all interests including renowned wineries 
and numerous antique shops. 

Upon leaving the Hunter Valley region on Monday May Ist, 
it will be (sort of!) ‘Northward Ho’ as we drive to Taree along 
the scenic Thunderbolt’s Way, stopping en route to visit a gold- 
mine dating from around 1876. Unfortunately, it is not antici- 
pated that samples will be available! Taree will be the location 
of the Overlander’s Final Dinner — always a memorable occa- 
sion as participants await the anouncement as to who will be 
the final recipient of the notorious ‘Backscratcher Award’ — 


traditionally awarded each evening along the route. 

On Thursday May 2nd it is then a relatively quick and easy 
drive to Coffs Harbour, allowing plenty of time for Rally check- 
in and commencing to prepare your car if it is to be judged in 
the Concours d’Elegance. Or, on the other hand, if you have 
more time you could take in such places as Timbertown, 
Wauchope and historic Port Macquarie along the way. 

For those members who have not previously sampled the 
pleasures of the Club’s Overlanders, you need only join us on 
The Thunderbolt Overlander where the only things required 
of you will be to thoroughly relax and enjoy the fun and cama- 
raderie of the many friends you'll make as the tour progresses. 
A smile and sense of humour are compulsory! 

Interested members from all Branches, including overseas, 
please consider joining us either at the start or on any day at 
any point along the way. As always, a limited number of riders 
(i.e. members and guests without cars) will be able to be ac- 
commodated. 

To enable us to begin organising the logistics and to secure 
early bookings it would be appreciated if you could please di- 
rect your expression of interest as soon as possible to either 
of the following: 


Eric Lang, Bob Roberts, 
‘Phoenix Gardens’ 22 The Avenue, 
120/12-22 Dora Street, Lorn, 
Hurstville, Maitland, 
N.S.W. 2220 N.S.W. 2320 


02-9579-5790 02-4900-7004 


4-01 


Market Place 


STIS 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


911 Silver Ghost (2583) Peel tourer. Black. One 
of only 4 or 5 large radiator, 4-speed Continental 
London-Edinburgh chassis built after the 1912 
Austrian Alpine Trial and the forerunner of the 
model that became known as the ‘Alpine Eagle’. 
Fine period body, nice CAV lighting set including 
switchbox. New tyres. $510,000. Doug Bristow 
03-9899-699 | (w) 


1922 Silver Ghost (34YG) Waring Bros. 7-seater 
tourer, Originally midnight blue with nickel fittings 
and dark blue upholstery. Part dismantled and 
rather tired but 96% complete including all its own 
original numbered parts, original radiator, side- 
curtains, windscreen, cabinetwork, etc. - even the 
remains of the original upholstery as probably sat 
on by HRH The Duke of York during the 1925 
Royal Tour - and snailed aluminium instrument 
panel. 6-wheel equipment. Opportunity to acquire 
an original bodied Silver Ghost tourer at low cost. 
$95,000. Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 | (w) 


1923 Twenty (5987) Barker tourer. A superb orig- 
inal “barrel-sided’ tourer, regarded as the most 
desirable of bodies for the light, early 20 hp. 
chassis. Every detail correct, including rear Auster 
screen, fine instruments, 6-wheel equipment, lug- 
gage rack and Barker patent headlamp dipping sys- 
tem. Possibly the most desirable unrestored 20 h.p. 
in the country. Astute buyers recognise the inter- 
est and value of original coachwork over replica 
bodies. $82,000, Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 1 (w) 


1929 Phantom Il (106XJ) Victor Broom. saloon. 
Black and Burgundy. $65,000. Roger Fry 
08-9397-7222 (w) 08-9397-794 | 


1935 Bentley 3'/ Litre (BI4FB) Thrupp & Maberly 
saloon. Full engine, gearbox, clutch, one-shot and 
wiring rebuild 2,000 miles ago. As-new Michelin 
tyres, new carpets, headlining, etc. Present owner 


22 years. Excellent condition throughout. 
Registered 6-767 (Vic). $80,000. Richard Bowen 
03-9859-9468 (h) or 041 1-37-5946 


Cars For Sale 


1938 Phantom Ill (3DL14) Rippon Bros. 7-seater 
limousine with division. Burgundy and black. Roger 
Fry restored. Strong and extensively rebuilt original 
V-12 engine. Brilliant rally/touing car. $105,000. 
Julian Walter 0418-91-39 14 


1949 Silver Wraith (WDC47) Park Ward saloon. 
Australian delivery. Original papers. Paintwork fair, 
upholstery good. Unregistered but useable. 
$30,000. Norm Croswell 07-415 1-3040 


1949 Silver Dawn (SBA70). Needs work on paint 
and upholstery but useable and registered. 
$25,000. Norm Croswell 07-415 1-3040 


1948 Bentley Mk VI (B149DZ) original black with 
beige interior. Melbourne delivery to D. Speed, 
Toorak. Restoration nearly completed. Running 
chassis, engine overhauled, body repairs complet- 
ed, requiring only paint and upholstery to finish. 
Tools, handbook, record of restoration work. 
$17,500 o.n.0. Gilbert Ralph 03-9807-4501 or 
041 8-54-8282 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B2|3JN) British Racing Green 
(faded in places). Very sound condition. Registered 
(NSW) OX-1950. Please fax or email for full 
details. $27,500. Julian Thirlwall 02-4888-4088 
Email: thirlwall@acenet.com 


1958 Silver Wraith (HLW/48) long wheelbase H,]. 
Mulliner 7-passenger limousine. Commonwealth 
government Vice-regal and ‘Royal’ car until 1993. 
Pinnacle of the R-R range. Only 31 of this body de- 
sign built. Fitted with ‘police’ light, mount for royal 
standard, flag-masts, chauffeurs handbook, R-R- 
installed air conditioning, extensive break-down kit, 
four extra tyres, fitted dust cover. 61,000 miles. 
Reg. no. RR-1958 (Vic.). A unique part of 
Australian motoring history. $120,000. Peter 
Habersberger 03-9576-0021 (w) 03-9827-3830 (h) 
0429-14-8771 (mobile) pghabers@bigpond.com.au 


Cars For Sale 


1959 Silver Cloud Il (SVB271) Owned new by Sir 
Simon Benton-Jones Bt., purchased by the present 
and second owner in February 1984. Maintained 
by the owner's engineering company in Lincoln- 
shire which manufactures items for Rolls-Royce 
Derby (aero) and Crewe. Quiet and smooth, good 
brakes and shock absorbers, excellent Dunlop Fort 
tyres. Registered in Tasmania to April 2002, Other 
photos available. $52,000. Roy Connaughton 
03-6257-1704 (‘phone & FAX) 


1967 Silver Shadow (CRH3486) H,}. Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door saloon. Cardinal Red, brown in- 
terior. Body/chassis bare metal rebuild 1992-93. 
Rebuilt engine driven 1,500 miles. Virtually new 
Pirellis and battery, Suspension (Bilstein shock 
absorbers), steering, air conditioning, manifoicing, 
electrics, ignition to Comiche standard. Sheepskin 
covers. Handbook, tools, etc. Work and servicing 
by RA. Chapman. For sale due to owner's age 
only. $55,000 neg. Bert Kaiser 03-9722-|666 


1971 Comiche (DRH10183) Mulliner Park Ward 
Convertible, Beautifully restored. Excellent condi- 
tion. $89,000. Renae Cooke 07-559 1-91 | | 


1971 Comiche (CRH10266) Mulliner Park Ward 
two-door saloon. Dark grey metallic, red leather 
upholstery. Mechanicals and interior good, paint- 
work fair. New shock absorbers front and rear. |2 
months (N.S.W) registration. Cared for by John 
Vawser Motors. Drives very well. A nice gentle- 
man's sports motor car. $35,000 neg. Noel Grinter 
02-97 18-4690 
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Cars For Sale 


1972 Comiche (CRH14148) Mulliner Park Ward 
two-door saloon. Caribbean Blue with royal blue 
interior, Extensive restoration to body. Modern 
sound system. Excellent condition, Used daily. Fully 
maintained by Fritz Verbunt. $55,000. Evan 
Edwards 0419-91-8196 or 08-9296-4017 


1972 Silver Shadow (SRH1389!) bronze. 10 
months registration. $20,000 o.n.o. Barry Finch 
02-9452-2478 


1976 Silver Shadow (SRH25267) Ivory with brown 
interior, with seats and rear floor sheep-skin cov- 
ered. Very good provenance, having been owned 
new by Sir Leon Trout. Current third owner. 
Comprehensively maintained by Barry Sparks, 
Brisbane. Original tools and handbook. Stainless 
steel exhaust. Avon tyres. 130,000 km. Nothing to 
spend. $38,500. John Rodgers 07-549 |-5298 


ae ae 
1979 Silver Wraith Il (LRH36157) Cardinal Red 
with black hide. Delivered new to HRH Princess 
Margaret. Immaculate condition. 55,000 miles. A 
superb proper motor car. $58,000 negotiable. 
Boyd Rasmussen 07-415 1-4067 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 
this space. Ads for cars for sale must. include chassis 
number and asking price. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


D ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


ee 
1991 Bentley Turbo R (BRM35059) Mushroom 
with mushroom interior. Verified Crewe factory 
car updated by the factory to 1994 specification. 
$125,000. Maurice Brockwell 08-9274-6598 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Silver Cloud Il. Will pay around $30,000- 
$40,000 for car suitable as wedding car and daily 
driver, Leigh Turnbull 07-4922-|225 


Parts For Sale 


Oil, air and petrol filters at discount prices. 
Crosland “Best of British’ filters (as supplied to 
Rolls-Royce) for Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars [947 
onwards. For example: oil filter for 1955-76 
models, $16.25 including GST. Degun Pty Ltd 
02-6032-9966, mobile: 0409-85-8438 or FAX: 
02-6032-9849 


5 x steel road wheels and 4 x wheel trims to fit 
Bentley Mulsanne. Open to offers. lan Hodgson 
02-6368-284 | 


Bentley/Rolls-Royce 6,750 cc. V-8 engine number 
13755, excellent compressions, not overheated, 
hear running, and Turbo 400 automatic trans- 
mission with actuator, in very good condition, 
$8,500 the pair. 1972 Silver Shadow grille, com- 
plete with mascot, $3,500. 1972 slotted Bentley T 
hubcaps, $400 each. Many other parts. Kevin 
London 07-3252-3252 


2 x P80 headlamps without reflector tripods, good 
condition, $400 pair. Lucas vacuum wiper motor 
to suit Silver Ghost, 6" x ['/" diameter approxi- 
mately. Full-width (40") footrest, padded, Barker- 
style, chrome finish, to suit limousine, brand new, 
$250. Another similar, gold plated, brand new, 
$350. RA.C. (Associate) car badge, brass, 4" 
diameter, $250. John Smith 03-9763-7401 (w) or 
FAX 03-9763-2577 (w) or 03-9755-3270 (h) 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour 
prints showing the lines of the cor are suitable. 
*Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: Martin & King coachbuilder’s identity sill- 
plate for Phantom |. David Vann 07-3865-3287 (w) 
07-3263-8572 (h) 07-3865-4822 (fax) 


Wanted: tools for Silver Wraith (same as Bentley 
Mk Vi/R-type and Silver Dawn). Sundry hand tools 
plus tyre pump, 3 x tyre levers, oi! syringe and 
‘wander’ light with brackets. Neil Matthews 
03-9707-5225 


Wanted: tool kit for 1933 Phantom Il. Doug 
Bristow 03-9899-6991 (w) 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: good clean copy of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Experimental Cars by lan Rirmmer. David 
Thurlow 02-4889-4288 


Wanted: back issues of PRAECLARUM, back to 
page of current format (December 1974). 
Details, and price expected, to Steve Stuckey 
02-6259-1799 or Email: steves@naa.gov.au 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
control valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Corniche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Benitley T Series/Comiche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. Pleiades 
Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) PO. Box 40, 
Gayndah, Qld. 4625. ‘Phone/FAX 07-41 61-2512 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration and 
refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer repaired. 
Exacting standards and authentic finishes. No over- 
restoration. Interior Trimming carried out to 
exacting standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. Repairs or 
complete replacements. 

McMillan Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney 
02-9744-51 11 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Authorised Dealer for spare parts, servicing and 
mechanical repairs, all models. Three Year Factory 
Warranty on all post-war parts fitted by 
Authorised Dealer. 

McMillan’s Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney 
02-9744-51 1 | or FAX 02-9744-5517 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commerciai rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra, via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7 140. Email: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


4-01 3777 


xclusive accessories shared by so few... 


», The Sir Henry Royce Foundation has 

' commissioned the production 

of a limited edition of 
commemorative items for your 

car and personal wear. 


A rolled gold elegant timepiece 


$85.00 The definitive book that 


celebrates the marque 
A lifetime of interest with this spectacular 
pictorial and informative book. 


$ 1 8 5 : 00 (incl. post & packing) 


THE SIR HENRY 
ROYCE 
FOUNDATION 

@ AUSTRALIA 


Payment can be made by cheque 
to The Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
To ensure prompt despatch please address to: 
Ms Jennie Wickham 
_— , The Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
te Locked Bag 888 
St Kilda Central Victoria 3004 Australia 


Lapel badge 
’ A most interesting 
talking point 
with colleagues “ae 
and clients ® 


$15.00 


Car badge 
No self respecting “a ee 
enthusiast should —_——= 

be without one 


$45.00 


ww 
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VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC TREAT YOUR 


VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, GAR WELL ooo 


we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls Royce or Bentley 


It was not given to you 


...as you do! 


It was lent to you by the next owner. 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 
Parts, Repairs Essential & Preventative 
Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Coverage Throughout Australia Pty Ltd 


1800 646 605 13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
NAMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 Tel. O8 8234 5600, Fax O8 8234 5607 


388 George Street Sydney 2000 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealeadl! 


: INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


3778 PRA-CLARVM 


Display Advertising 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special 
car for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a 
display advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s 
national magazine that goes to all members of all 
Branches of the Club Australia-wide, as well as to 
members and subscribers in a number of other 
countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted in electronic 
or camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid 
out to your requirements on the Club’s computer 
system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical GST-inclusive rates 


(colour extra): 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $451 
Half Page - $253 
Quarter Page - $143 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, atreasonatble prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 

New South Wales 2580 
’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140 


« Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

* UPS, Alr and Mall Shipments Dally. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car Rolls Royce, Talbot, Voisin, and we can custom produce 


with Lmarr discs. discs for almost any car. 

The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: We fit wheel sizes 15” to 23”, and can also fit to some 15” 
* eliminates the lengthy cleaning process and 16” bolt on steel wheels. 
e helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 
* comes with everything needed for installation. LMARR DISK LT D. 

Over 55 discs available in stock such as: Alfa, Bentley, P O Box IO, Glen Ellen, CA 95442 -O910 USA 

Cord, Delage, Delahaye, Early Ford (wire wheel), Issoti- Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Fraschini, Jaguar, Hispano-Suiza, Lagonda, Lincoln, E-Mail: Imarr@ attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 


4-01 3779 


SPECIAL 


INSURANCE —' 


. > (> 
Pw 


FOR SPECIAL 
VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 
M@ Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive Mi No blame = No excess 

the full sum it is insured for Mi Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
@ You have the option to choose your own repairer @ Free windscreen - one per year without excess 


@ In the event of total loss you will have automatic re- Mi Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy — subject to excess 


BERR RRR RRR RRR RRR ee 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 


Suspension pivots, Shock absorbers, springs, Bearing pin repair bushes 
Silver Cloud/S Silver Shadow/Spirit 


anal a 


Ah il ih 


Brake drums, WHEN YOU WANT THE Front suspension fulcrum brackets, 
Silver Cloud/S 


Silver Cloud/S 


BEST - 
MECHANICAL 
SERVICE-REPAIRS 
AND 
MANUFACTURED PARTS 


R. A. Chapman Automotive Pty Ltd 


ONE OF 
MELBOURNE’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY SPECIALISTS 
FOR MORE DETAILS AND A FULL LIST OF MANUFACTURED PARTS VISIT OUR 


DEVELOPING WEB-SITE AT www.rachapmanautomotive.com.au 
Phone: (03) 9720 3997 Fax: (03) 9720 3844 Email: chapmanr@alphalink.com.au 


MEMBER OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY SPECIALISTS ASSOCIATION 


a MeNdllun’s 
IR ( 6g" ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY OF SYDNEY 
ri 


Official Sales Dealer, Parts, Service and Coachwork Centre 


“Quality is never an accident; it is always the result of high intention, sincere 
effort, intelligent direction and skilful execution. It represents the wise choice 
of many alternatives” 


Willa A. Foster 


The recognition of quality is not achieved overnight; a reputation for it is something which takes many 
years to earn. Over the past 16 years Brian McMillan has, by his own perfectionism, reached the pinnacle 
of acceptance in his appointment as sole N.S.W. and A.C.T. Distributor for Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor 
cars. The Company recognises the McMillan quality which has been certified by the many satisfied 
customers and the long list of concours trophies won by owners of McMillan refurbished and restored 
motor cars. The same standard of quality is now available for servicing the full range of Company cars and 
the provision of Factory Warranty spare parts, to complement the sale of new and pre-owned models. 


19-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone: 02 9744 5111 FAX: 02 9744 5517 


Email: mcmillanprestige@bigpond.com.au 
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